








The last part of the questionnaire was devo-
ted to explore the opinion of Visegrad’s Youths
about present position and future of the Vise-
grad Group.

The main aim of 12 questions was to examine
previous efforts of the V4 Presidencies in the
promotion of the idea of the Visegrad coope-
ration among the societies of the V4 countries.

These steps should be continued in the future
to foster mutual awareness and improve mutu-
al perceptions inside the V4.
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82,3% of Czech youths have heard of the V4 and know what it
stands for. Also, a majority of them thought that the V4 countries
should “stick together” in the EU, as was showed at graph no. 15.

@ They should “stick together”

@ Each of them should take care
of own policy

| don't have an opinion

Graph 15. Should the V4 countries ,stick together” in the EU, or should each coun-
try pursue its own policy?

Most of Czech youths (39,7%) think institutionalization of the V4
would strengthen position of V4 countries on the international
scene. However, 27,5% of them think there is no need for V4 in-
stitutionalization and 21,4% of the Czech respondents think the
V4 position would be worsen if institutionalised.

47% of Czech respondents expressed that V4 should extend
their cooperation to new areas and that this would will lead to
strengthen of the voice of V4. 24,2% think there is no need to
extend the cooperation. Similarly, 41,7% of Czech youths think
that V4 countries should agree on a common position to present
in public but only in issues important for these countries. 26,5%
think V4 countries should agree on a common position in all are-
as. 12,9% think there is no need for this.

43,2% think that V4 should be more active on the EU scene and
that this will guarantee that their position will be stronger and
their voice will be listened. 31,1% think should be more on the
EU scene but only in areas which are very important for V4. 9,8%
think the current V4 activity on the EU scene is enough.

The strongest side of the V4 cooperation, according to respon-
dents in Czech, was mainly joint history as a base for working on
joint solutions and opinions (34,4%). 27,2% of tchem indicated
that joint opinion about the most important issues (discussed first
and then announced publicly, thanks to what they have strong
voice, and according to 16,8%, lack of formal structures.

Slightly more than a half of Czech youths (50,4%) pointed out that,
regarding the weakest side of the V4 cooperation, there are still
differences in opinions about very important issues which cau-
ses lack of homogeneous opinions. 16% of them was standed for
the statement that there are still too many differences internally
which may cause disintegration of the V4.

45,5% of Czech youths think that in order for V4 countries to
strengthen their position in EU they should try to overcome diffe-
rences and work out unified voice in most important issues. 20,3%
think that the V4 should tighten cooperation in more areas in or-
der to strengthen their position in EU. 14,6% think that the V4
countries may strengthen their position in the EU provided that
they are able to maintain close co-operation and present themsel-
ves as a unified group.

28,8% Czech respondents think that future role of V4 countries
in EU will be stronger in coming years but only if the V4 countries
will start a closer cooperation. 22% think the future role of V4 will
be the same as it is now. 16,7% think the V4 position in the EU
will not be much stronger than it is now. 9,1% think the V4 has no
potential to play a stronger role in the EU.

37,8% of Czech youths think the refugee crisis will not strengthen
the V4 position in the EU. 24,4% does not have an opinion about
this and 24,4% thinks the refugee crisis may strengthen the V4
position in the EU but only if the V4 tightens their cooperation.

Among the most important threats for the future of V4 most of
young people in Czech (41,7%) thought that changing interests
and situation in each state may lead to changes in the directions
of their policy, and lack of a common goal can lead to a weakening
of the relationship. At the same time 30,7% of them indicated that
differences in opinion about important issues (like entering euro
zone).
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The Hungarian Youth’s opinion about the current mentioned to-
pics is highly diverse. Howeuver, it is certain that young people
between the age of 17-33 has an interest in the future of the Eu-
ropean Union and the V4 countries.

The respondents group showed interest in the EU programs, and
role of the new generation, civil society for better future.

The question which focused on the possible threats for the V4
countries the survey results also provides very various answers.

12% of the responders felt that Polish and Hungarian tendencies
may dominate the future of the group, as threatening the com-
mon work within the four countries.

48% answered, believing that the most important threat is “chan-
ging interests and situation in each country may lead to changes in
the directions of their policy and lack of a common goal can lead to a
weakening of the relationship”, which means the alliance within the
group is not satisfying and aligned enough.

Although it is also very important to see, how much risk the bu-
reaucracy can result, as 40% answered, that “Not successful at-
tempts to develop organizational structures may lead to too much
bureaucracy - which may delay efficient actions”.
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Young people in Poland are generally aware of the V4 existence
and only 6,4% of them have never heard about this regional coo-
peration initiative. T

he Polish Youths connect the V4 regional cooperation with the
wider European project. According to them the V4 countries sho-
uld “stick together” in the EU (77,8%). Besides, 42,9% of Youths
indicated that the V4 countries should extend their cooperation
to new areas because common position in more areas would lead
to strengthen of their voice. This is not so obvious for 30,2% of
respondents and slightly more than a quarter (26,9%) don’t have
an opinion in this area.

Regarding the level of the V4 countries ’ activity at the EU scene
- 68,3% though that generally it would strengthen their position
will be stronger, but slightly more than a half of them indicated
that this would be proper way only in areas which are very impor-
tant for these states.

Having this in mind, it should be of no surprise to the reader, that
most of young people in Poland (36,5%) indicated the V4 coun-
tries should previously discuss common position before presen-
ting this position to the public, but only in issues important for
these countries.

This attitude comes from conviction that discussing all issues may
lead to unnecessary disagreement as the V4 countries are still
different.

Moreover, almost 40% of respondents said that, in order to
strengthen the V4's position in the EU, the decision makers ought
to try to overcome differences and work out unified voice in most
important issues. If this policy succeeds, more than 60% of Youths
are hold with the opinion that a future role of the V4 countries in
the EU will be stronger in coming years.



The last set of questions was dedicated to the analysis of the
strongest/weakest side of the V4 cooperation as well as the most
important threats for the future. As graph no. 16 shows young
people in Poland indicated that, joint opinion about the most im-
portant issues (but firstly discussed and then announced publicly)
together with lack of formal structures are the strongest side of
the V4 cooperation. Without bureaucratic structures the V4 co-
uld act more effectively, so there is no need to institutionalize
the Visegrad Group, however, the same per cent of Youths said
that the institutionalization would help to strengthen position of
the V4 on the international arena (both answers have received
36,5%).
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Graph 16. What, in your opinion, is the strongest side of the V4 cooperation?

The Polish Youths' opinion on the weakest side of the V4 coo-
peration was more diversified, as the most often chosen answer
have received only 17,5% - young people in Poland thought that
differences in opinions about, for example entering the euro zone
or attitude towards Russia, i.e. very important issues causes lack
of homogeneous opinions. And then, according to almost 40% of
respondents, this constituted the most important threat for the
future of the V4. They also noticed that lack of formal structures
and policies of Poland and Hungary, which try to get leading po-
sition in the V4 could weaken the Visegrad Group (both answers
have received 14,3%). On the other hand, if the V4 countries tig-
hten their cooperation on very important challenges (like Brexit
and migration crisis), for 57% it certainly would lead to strengthe-
ning their position.
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Young people in Slovakia know what the Visegrad Group is (93,9%).
Most of the young people (77,3%) believes, that V4 countries
should “stick together” versus 16,7% who thinks, that each of the
country should take care of own policy.

® They should “stick together”

® Each of them should take
care of own policy

' | don’t have an opinion

Graph 17. Should the V4 countries “stick together” in the EU, or should each
country pursue its own policy?

Some young people (41,8%) like the ideas of institutionalization of
the Visegrad Group, some do not see the need for it (29,9%). Most
of the young people (67,2%) think, that V4 countries should ex-
tend their cooperation to new areas, which will lead to strengthen
of the voice of V4 countries.

Young people expressed their interest in more Visegrad coopera-
tion also in other questions. Most of the young people think that
V4 countries should discuss common issues and only after that
talk about this in public (64,6%) and 84,6% think V4 countries
should be more active at the EU scene.

Around one half of the young people mostly think that the future
role of V4 countries in the EU will be stronger. One third think it
will remain the same. We see this as a wish of young people to
belong to a region which is strong on its own not only as part of
Europe. Brexit or migration crisis does not affect the future po-
sition of V4 courtiers according to one half of the young people.

Similar number of them see as the biggest threat changing inte-
rests and situation in each country.

Three strongest characteristics of V4 countries are according to
the young people common history, common opinions about the
most important issues, and non-formal structures.

Three weakest characteristics, on the other hand, are different
opinions about some important issues, too much talking and not
enough joint acting, and internal differences.

To strengthen the position in the EU young people in Slovakia
liked mostly the following ideas: try to overcome differences and
work out unified voice in most important issues, and tighten coo-
peration in more areas.



CONCLUSIONS




The present Hungarian Presidency in the Visegrad Group is
going to provide a great opportunity to have a strong lea-
dership role within the V4 countries, where also the youth’
opinion can represent a major motivation for future change.
As the official statement declares:

“Regarding youth and family policy, the Hungarian Pre-
sidency concentrates on the sharing of expertise and
good practices of the V4 countries as well as the di-
scussion on common challenges.”

After analysis of the results of the survey, which included the
opinions of young people from all the V4 countries , some
conclusions may be drawn.

FIRSTLY,

majority of youths in Czech and Slovakia expres-
sed their acceptance towards refugees and thought
that the authorities should help them to integrate
in the society. This opinion was not so popular wit-
hin young people in Hungary and Poland.

SECONDLY,

strong majority of the V4 youths also expressed that
they would vote against Brexit if they had voted in
the UK referendum. This view was common for all
young population, similarly they indicated that the
UK government is obliged now to leave the EU.

1 See more at http:/www.visegradgroup.eu/
documents/2017-2018-hungarian/20172018-hungarian.

THIRDLY,

Youths in all examined states indicated that the eco-
nomic differences between EU countries are easily
visible, and consequently this disparities affect the
competitiveness of the EU, mainly in comparison
with Asian countries .

LASTLY,

majority of youths also expressed that the V4 coun-
tries should “stick together”. In the same time, the
answers regarding the strengths/weaknesses of,
and the main threats for the Visegrad cooperation
are very diverse.

Allin all the answers showed that young people who have ta-
ken part in this questionnaire generally support the Europe-
an Union and the Visegrad cooperation. However, the reader
must be conscious of particular experience of respondents.

There is a risk that the answers are quite specific for the
groups, youth organizations taken part in this project have
worked with.

This young people have showed interest in civil society, ci-
vic engagement, EU programs, education abroad, and non-
-formal learning etc.

Having this in mind it would be interesting to compare the
answers with their peers without this particular experience.
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DISCUSSION PANEL

YOUNG LEADERS - PARTICIPANTS OF OUR PROJECT
TOOK PART IN THE DISCUSSION PANEL ABOUT FUTURE OF EU.




DEBATE

SELECTED YOUNG PEOPLE FROM V4 COUNTRIES TOOK PART IN
THE DEBATE IN MINI TV STUDIO WHICH WAS ABOUT THE FUTU-
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YOUNG LEADERS - PARTICIPANTS OF OUR PROJECT
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OF ECONOMIC FORUM OF YOUNG LEADERS
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— FUNDACJA
NOWY STAW
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eds-fundacja.pl

European Meeting Centre- Nowy Staw Foundation was established
in 1993. We do supports all social initiatives that aim at building civil
society, cooperation and solidarity between nations. We support the
labour market participants with the special concern of the most vulne-
rable ones. And we promote and enhance the entrepreneurship and
innovation, mainly of the young generation. We also support the pro-
cesses of democratic change in Eastern countries as well as Poland'’s
mature membership in the European Union.

In all our activities we keep Christian values. Through education of
all generations, we intend to strengthen the idea of democracy, self-
-government, social market economy, solidarity between nations and
cultures of the agreement beyond all borders.

Main aims of the Foundation:

e Promotion of citizenship attitudes

e Support Eastern European countries in their efforts towards de-
mocracy and building civil society

e Mobilization of citizens, especially the young generation to social
activity and to taking responsibility for their own communities

e Substantive and organizational support to institutions working for
the local labor market, activation of the unemployed, particularly in
rural areas

e Promotion of the idea of a society based on knowledge, using mo-
dern tools and multimedia techniques

e Work for a conscious and active membership of Poland in the Eu-
ropean Union

We invite all who identify with the objectives of the Foundation to
cooperate with us. During our daily activities we implement many pro-
jects and actions both national and international, which leads us to
fulfill our aims.

In these activities we are constantly looking for people and organiza-
tions, both country and Europe wide, which can accompany us in our
activities and make them be more effectively.

PROJECT PARTNER

EYCS

eycb.eu

European Youth Centre Breclav is non-profit nongovernmental organi-
zation founded by young people for young people on 15 March 2007.
Our organisastion was founded with the financial support of Vodafone
foundation and its seat is in the building of the Grammar school Brec-
lav, which had a big share in its creation.

Our main aims and activities are informing young people about EU and
its educational programmes, supporting self-realization and personal
development of youth through educational programmes of the EU and
developing non-formal education, intercultural dialogue, international
cooperation and active civil society.

Since EYCB was established we have sent more than 850 youths to
over 340 projects in 42 countries. You can have a look at our project
map to see where all these projects took place.

Since 2007 we have also organised 8 projects (youth exchanges and
training courses) in the Czech Republic that were supported by the
Youth in Action and Erasmus+: Youth programmes.

Since 2013 we have also been active as a European Voluntary Service
sending organisation - so far seven young people took part as volun-
teers in NGOs abroad. We also fully funded and coordinated a three-
-month project in which we sent a volunteer-health worker Jana On-
drejkova to the Ghanian OSDA organisation.



PROJECT PARTNER

ICRP
BUDAPEST

culturalrelations.org

The Community of Institute for Cultural Relations Policy has four or-
ganisational levels. ICRP Community consist of ICRP administrative
structures (officers and members of Advisory Board), supporting mem-
bers and volunteer staff (interns). Since the foundation in 2012, the
Institute for Cultural Relations Policy helped in forming a continuously
growing community committed to foster scientific research, education
and cooperation regarding cultural relations and diplomacy. ICRP ad-
ministration along with the members of the Advisory Board and staff
is responsible for carrying out diverse range of tasks and missions in
order to give more visibility to cultural diplomacy as well as our visions.

PROJECT PARTNER

.mladilnfo-

Mladiinfo Slovensko

mladiinfo.sk

Mladiinfo Slovensko was established by former EVS volunteers in 2010
in Bratislava, Slovakia. It is a well established non-profit organization
promoting education and youth mobility. Mladiinfo supports young pe-
ople with information about various educational and mobility programs,
internships, trainings, conferences, volunteering, Erasmus+ program
and other opportunities abroad and in Slovakia. Internet, consultations
with young people and various info events are used as the main tool
to spread success stories, to motivate for participation and to promote
active citizenship. Mladiinfo mission is “Helping to inform young peo-
ple about the educational opportunities around them.” Mladiinfo office
is located in Bratislava Mlynska dolina, which is the largest complex of
student dormitories in Slovakia with around 8 000 students. Mladiinfo
is an active EVS sending organization in Slovakia and active EVS host-
ing and coordinating organization in Bratislava. Mladiinfo Slovensko is
member of Eurodesk Slovensko, an observer member at Youth Council
of Slovakia and a member of registered European network Mladiinfo
which is a co-operating organisations of European Youth Information
and Counselling Agency (ERYICA).
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